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The Order for a Service of Holy Communion 

W E L C O M E  

The Rev. Clint Kerley 
Rector of St. Stephen’s Church 

T H E  E N T R A N C E  H Y M N  

For All the Saints Hymnal #287 (vs. 1-6) 

T H E  A C C L A M A T I O N  

 Celebrant Blessed be God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. Amen.  

T H E  C O L L E C T  F O R  P U R I T Y  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T H E  S U M M A R Y  O F  T H E  L A W  

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says:  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets.  Matthew 22:37-40 
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 T H E  P O S T  C O M M U N I O N  P R A Y E R  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.  
  
Celebrant and People together pray 
Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
 of the most precious Body and Blood 
 of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
 that we are living members of the body of your Son,  
 and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G   

The Celebrant gives this blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

T H E  E X I T  H Y M N  
Joyful, Joyful Hymnal #376 (v. 1-3) 

T H E  D I S M I S S A L  

 Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 People Thanks be to God. 
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“Christ Our Hope in Life and Death” Papa, Getty, Kauflin, Merker 

What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone 
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand? 
What comes, apart from His command? 
And what will keep us to the end? 
The love of Christ, in which we stand 
 
 Chorus O sing hallelujah! 

Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 

 
What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness known? 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh? 
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ 
 
Unto the grave, what will we sing? 
"Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!" 
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore (forevermore) 
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T H E  C O L L E C T  O F  T H E  D A Y  

 Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
 People And with your spirit.  
 Celebrant  Let us pray.   
 
Gracious and everliving Father, you have given the Holy Spirit to abide with us 
for ever: Bless, we pray, with the Holy Spirit’s grace and presence, the Bishop, 
Priests, Deacons, and all the Laity who assemble in your Name; that your 
Church, being preserved in true faith and godly discipline, may fulfill the will of 
him who loved her and gave himself for her, your Son Jesus Christ our Savior; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.  
 
The People are invited to be seated. 

T H E  L E S S O N  

Read by the Rev. Tracey Corso Ephesians 1:15-23 

For this reason,	because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love	toward all the saints, I	do not cease to give thanks for you,	remembering you 
in my prayers, that	the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,	may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having 
the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is	the hope to 
which he has called you, what are	the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 
believe,	according to the working of	his great might	that he worked in 
Christ	when he raised him from the dead and	seated him at his right hand	in the 
heavenly places, far above	all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above	every name that is named, not only in	this age but also in the one to 
come. And	he put all things under his feet and gave him as	head over all things to 
the church, which is his body,	the fullness of him	who fills	all in all. 
 
 Reader The Word of the Lord. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
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P S A L M  1 4 9   

1 Praise the Lord. O sing unto the Lord a new song; * 
  let the congregation of the faithful praise him.  
2 Let Israel rejoice in the one who made him, * 
  and let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.  
3 Let them praise his Name in the dance; * 
  let them sing praises unto him with timbrel and harp.  
4 For the Lord has pleasure in his people *  
  and gives victory to those who are oppressed.  
5 Let the faithful be joyful with glory; * 
  let them rejoice upon their beds.  
6 Let the praises of God be in their mouth *  
  and a two-edged sword in their hands,  
7 To inflict vengeance on the nations, * 
  and to rebuke the peoples,  
8 To bind their kings in chains, *  
  and their nobles with links of iron,  
9 That they may execute judgment upon them, as it is written; * 
  this is the honor of all his servants. Praise the Lord. 

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N  

Help Us O Lord Hymnal #628 (v. 1) 

T H E  G O S P E L   

Read by the Rev. Jason Goble Matthew 5:1-12 

 Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Seeing the crowds,	he went up on the mountain, and when he	sat down, his 
disciples came to him. 
And	he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are	the poor in spirit, for	theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are	those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
“Blessed are the	meek, for they	shall inherit the earth. 
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Every vow we've broken and betrayed 
You are the Faithful one 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together, bring shalom 
 
“Come Ye Sinners” Ingram, Smith, Miller, Hoagland 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore 
Jesus ready stands to save you 
Full of pity, love, and power 
 
 Chorus I will arise and go to Jesus 

He will embrace me in His arms 
In the arms of my dear Savior 
Oh, there are ten thousand charms 

 
Come, ye thirsty; come and welcome 
God's free bounty glorify 
True belief and true repentance 
Every grace that brings you nigh 
Come, ye weary, heavy laden 
Lost and ruined by the fall 
If you tarry 'til you're better 
You will never come at all 
 
Feel Him prostrate in the garden 
On the ground your Maker lies 
On the bloody tree behold Him 
Sinner, will this not suffice? 
Lo! Incarnate God ascended 
Pleads the merit of His blood 
Venture on Him, venture wholly 
Let no other trust intrude 
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And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

T H E  F R A C T I O N  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 
 
 Celebrant		 Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed,  

once for all upon the cross. 
 People 	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

T H E  M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F  C O M M U N I O N  

The Celebrant gives this invitation 
The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

C O M M U N I O N  S O N G S  
We Will Feast in the House of Zion Joshua Moore, Sandra McCracken 

 Chorus We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things, we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 

 
We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the Lord, our God 
We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 
 
In the dark of night, before the dawn 
My soul, be not afraid 
For the promised morning, oh, how long? 
Oh, God of Jacob, be my strength 
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“Blessed are those who hunger and	thirst	for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. 
“Blessed are	the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
“Blessed are	the pure in heart, for	they shall see God. 
“Blessed are	the peacemakers, for	they shall be called	sons	of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for	theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely	on my account.	Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for	so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
 
 Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N  

Help Us O Lord Hymnal #628 (v. 2) 

T H E  S E R M O N  

The Rt. Rev. Alex Cameron 

T H E  N I C E N E  C R E E D  

All stand to recite the Nicene Creed, the celebrant first saying 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, visible and invisible.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only-begotten Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  
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begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
 and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

T H E  P R A Y E R S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  

Led by the Rev. Michael Hustead 

After each bidding 
 Reader Lord, in your mercy: 
 People Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant concludes 
Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your 
Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily receive this holy Sacrament, 
and be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us and we in him. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our 
Lord face to face. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. Amen. 

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R A Y E R  

The Celebrant then says 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  
 
Celebrant and People together pray 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us. 
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For in the multitude of your saints, you have surrounded us with so great a cloud 
of witnesses that we, rejoicing in their fellowship, may run with patience the race 
that is set before us, and, together with them, may receive the unfading crown of 
glory. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name:  

T H E  S A N C T U S  
Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S130 

T H E  P R A Y E R  O F  C O N S E C R A T I O N  

The People stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and 
when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, you, in 
your mercy, sent your only Son Jesus Christ into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. In 
obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the Cross and offered 
himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be saved. By his 
resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and Satan under his 
feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right hand in glory, that we 
might come with confidence before the throne of grace. 
 
On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat; 
this is my Body, which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New 
Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the forgiveness of sins: 
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  
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T H E  C O N F E S S I O N  A N D  A B S O L U T I O N  O F  S I N  

 Deacon Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.  
 
Silence  
 
The Deacon and People kneel as able and pray   
Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you  
 in thought, word and deed,  
 by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
The Bishop stands and says  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn to 
him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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T H E  C O M F O R T A B L E  W O R D S  

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 
 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
  Matthew 11:28 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16 
 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.  1 Timothy 1:15 
 
If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of 
the whole world.   1 John 2:1-2 

T H E  P E A C E  

 Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 People  And with your spirit.  
 
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

T H E  O F F E R T O R Y  

He Will Hold Me Fast The Gettys 

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast 
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast 
I could never keep my hold, Through life's fearful path 
For my love is often cold, He must hold me fast 
 
Chorus He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast 
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Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast 
He'll not let my soul be lost, His promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast 
 
For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast 
Justice has been satisfied, He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 
'Til our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 
 

Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The People stand while the offerings are presented. 
 
 Celebrant Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the 

glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for everything in 
heaven and on earth is yours; yours is the Kingdom, O LORD, 
and you are exalted as Head above all. All things come from 
you, O LORD, 

 People And of your own have we given you. 

T H E  S U R S U M  C O R D A  

 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And with your spirit. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant continues  
It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  


